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PANAMA CITY, Oct. 13 
— Deposed President Ar- 
nulfo Arias today called on 
his followers to oppose Pan- 
ama’s new military junta 
with armed force and a gen- 
eral strike that could throw 
this tiny country into civil 
war. 

[Snipers wounded at least 
three members of the Nation- 
,. : al Guard tonight, the Associ- 
ated Press reported. The 
shooting occurred in the Mara- 
non district, where Arias has 
some of his strongest support. 
Heavily armed troops and po- 
lice immediately began search- 
ing for the gunmen.] 

Arias’s tape-recorded ap- 
peal which was being broad- 
cast repeatedly tonight by aj 
Clandestine “Rebel Radio,” j 
set V a.m. Monday as the hour 
for -the beginning, of the strike 
and a campaign of resistance 
against the domination of the 
4800-man National Guard. 
The appeal said: 

“The time for action has 
come. To the streets., men and 
women of my country, this is 
the moment for going out on 
the streets to fight. The order 
of the day is to take up arms 
against the little group of 
military traitors of the father- 
land,” - 

Effect Uncertain 

Although Arias is regarded 
as -a master at calling mobs to 
the streets, it was not im- 
mediately clear how his fol- 
lowers in the slums of Pana- 
ma City and Co-Ion would re- 
spond to his strike call. 

If the move fails, Arias to 
all intents and purposes will 
have lost his fight to reverse 
the coup launched against 



him Friday night by xne 
senior officers of the Guard. 

However, if the people do 
answer his appeal, then the 
result is likely to he a repeat 
of the bloody anti-American 
riots that rocked Panama in 
1964. That, in turn, could 
prompt an intervention by the 
United States, which has 
thousand® of troops stationed 
in the Canal Zone cutting 
across the Panamanian isth- 
mus. 

Curfew Enforced 

Tonight, there were uncon- 
firmed reports that Arias sup- 
porters in the town of Puerto 
Armuellas in rural Chiriqui 
Province had revolted and 
' dislodged the Guard unit 
there from its garrison. 

Here in the capital, heavily 
armed Guard units patrolled 
the streets, enforcing a 9 p.m. 
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ito 5 a.m. curfew. The junta, 
'operating from a decree 
suspending various constitu- 
'itional guarantees, succeeded 
'In shutting down all newspa- 
pers and radio stations sym- 
pathetic to Arias. 

! For a short time to-day, 
Guard troops also occupied 
-the. campus of the National 
University, whose autonomy 
from political interference is 
guaranteed by the Panaman- 
ian constitution. They later 
Withdrew. 

i Also today, ia cabinet of eight , 
■civilian ministers were sworn 
in to serve as members of the; 
ijjunta, which is headed by two 
senior Guard officers. With! 
ione exception, however, they 
were political unknowns who ; 
seemed to have been chosen; 
primarily for their willingness 
ito submit to the Guard’s au- 
thority. 

The Real Power 

| The real power, it became 
increasingly obvious today, 
rests with the officer corps of 
(the Guard. Among the officers, 
three have emerged as the ap- 
parent guiding spirits of the 
attempt to bring Panama un- 
der military rule, 
i They are Col. Jose M. ,Pinil- 
la, president of the so-called 
^provisional junta; Col. Bolivar 
■Urruti®, the junta vice presi- 
dent; and Col. Omar Torrijos, 
jkvbo was identified by junta 
Spokesmen today as the new 
-commander of tlhe Guard. 

| Underlyng the coup — which 
Came eight days after a simi- 
lar military takeover in Peru 
. — wias resentment within the 
officer corps over Arias’ at- 
tempt to downgrade officer 
who had been hostile to his 



I side during the fiercely con- 
tested presidential elections 
last spring. 

On Friday, only 11 days 
after Arias had been inaugu- 
rated, he issued orders for a 
wholesale series of command 
reassignments with -the Guard. 
That same night, the Guard 
rose in rebellion, forcing Arias 
and the members of his cabi- 
net to take refuge behind U.S. 
protection in the Canal Zone. 
Junta Program 

The junta since has an- 
nounced that a coup was 
necessary to prevent Arias 
from destroying the unity of 
the Guard and involving it in 
politics. The junta leaders 
say they intend to retain 
power only as long as is 
necessary to revise the elec- 
toral code and schedule new 
presidential and congressional 
elections. 

Although they are fuzzy 
about the details, they have 
implied that these elections 
would take place within a 
year and that all members of 
the National Guard would he 
barred from running as can- 
didates for any office. 

On the other side, Arias 
has continued to maintain 
that he is the legal president 
and that he will fight to re- ' 
gain the office. 

Apparently, he hopes that 
the populace, which gave him 
65 per cent of its vote in the 
election -last May, will rise in 
sufficient numbers to over- 
throw the Guard, or, as seems 
more likely, to provoke a U.S. 
intervention. 

U.S. on the Spot 

As a result, Monday’s events 
could place the United States 
in an increasingly more diffi- 
cult situation. Because of U.S. 



professions of support f or con- 
stitutionality in Latin America 
and because the National 
Guard is trained and equipped 
by the United States, the coup 
here has been an acute embar- 
rassment for Washington. 

If the junta manages- to- stay 
in control of Panama, the 
United States will stand in- 



dicted in Latin American eyes 
as a country willing to int-e-r- 
; vene in Latin America only 



* 




i when threats against deano- 
Jcraicy come from, itjhe left, 
craaaaaaaaaa- 

Behind the scenes, U.S. offi- 
cials are known to be remind- 
ing the junta that its actions 
could result in suspension or 
even an outright break in rela- 
tions with the United States. 
This, to turn, would cost Pan- 
ama dearly in terms of U.S. 
iaid and the confidence of for- 
eign 1 ! investors, and could even 



end the movement toward con- 
struction of a new sea-level 
canal through Panama. 

[In Miami, Fla., Marco A. 
Robles, Arias’s predecessor in 
office and the loser to the 
May election, said the over- 
throw of the President has 
been inevitable, the Asso- 
ciated Press reported. Robles 
said this was so because of the 
way Arias “was handling the 
government affairs.” Robles 



owns a house outside Miami 
and said he had no immediate 
plans to return to Panama]. 

Military Attache Asks 
Return to Arias Rule 

Panama’s military attache in 
the United States appealed 
yesterday for a return to con- 
stitutional government under 
ousted President Arnulfo 
Arias. 



In a statement issued here, 
Col. Abel Quintero Anguizola 
said he had considered the 
takeover of Panama’s govern^ 
ment by the National Guard 
“to the light of the recent 
massive political support that 
my people offered only yester- 
day to Dr. Arnulfo Arias.” 

This was a reference to 
Arias is victory in presidential 
elections last May. 



Col. Quintero’s statement 
continued: “I make an appeal 
to my fellow National Guards- 
men, all of them, from the 
highest to the lowest ranks, 
noncommissioned officers and 
soldiers, to meditate about the 
consequences of the step 
taken and to consider the ad- 
vantages that a return to the 
constitutional path will bring 
to the Republic.” 
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